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PROJECT SYNOPSIS 
Hong Kong was founded and has been developed in the past 
150 years as a commercial city. Therefore, most of the 
development is more or less necessarily derived from the 
commercial issue and commercial interest. Under the 
commercial attitude of Hong Kong society, the historic 
heritage becomes an important treasure among the modern 
curtain wall buildings. Therefore, the preservation and 
conservation of historic buildings has recently become an 
important issue in Hong Kong. 
In the 1999 Policy Address, the Chief Executive, Mr. Tung 
Chee Hwa, stated that: 
It is important to rehabilitate and preserve unique buildings as 
this not only accords with our objective of sustainable 
development but also facilitates the retention of the inherent 
characteristics of different districts, and helps promote tourism. 
(Paragraph 133)^ 
The Antiquities and Monuments Office (AMO) did a lot of 
works in conservation in Hong Kong. However, the 
approach pegged to site-specific protection and refurbishment 
of old building and their surrounding. For one more step, the 
historic buildings may be changed into a museum or a 
shopping mall to establish a new tourist spot. They may 
become "lifeless" buildings as the contemporary use may 
incompatible with the historical background of the buildings. 
1999 Policy Address, Hong Kong Government. 







The Central Police Station was chosen, it was classified as 
declared monument by AMO in 1995. No matter its building 
form, sense of place and identity or its historical background 
is unique. The building form of the Central Police Station 
scatters a sense of noble and dignity; people can sense its 
honorable status in Hong Kong. 
At the same time, many magistrates' court was dismantled 
and rebuilt. The new facilities of the new courts echo with 
the modern curtain wall building form, such as new Kowloon 
Bay Magistrates' court. Large portions of magistrates' courts 
seemed to be changed to make room for modernization. 
Although the facilities are advanced, no one can feel it is a 
court anymore. No architectural significance can be found in 
the courts that such public institution only fulfills the basic 
function. Should architecture be found in nowadays courts? 
As a result, this thesis calls for a new dialogue towards the 
Central Police Station to revitalize the image of judicia 
courthouse as well as inspire the relationship between the 
daily lives of the building and its architectural building form. 
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This thesis aims at conserving a historic building which can 
reflect its historical and symbolic meaning as well as 
contribute to the sense of place and identity. In the 
meanwhile, infusing new spirit into the old architecture in 
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C h a p t e r 
INTRODUCTION 
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"There are many humble structures in which form an 
important part of our visual surroundings. They represent 
fine craftsmanship，unique architectural character, perhaps 
also a picturesque quality that are not like to be produced 
again in this day of mass production." 
City is an evolution. This evolution would not stop. It is 
always an on-going process. Hong Kong is a place of transit, 
a borrowed place, and a borrowed land with a borrowed time. 
For tens of years, our culture is very much defined by the 
refugees from mainland China and England government 
officials. Many old buildings are worthy to be preserved and 
it becomes a landmark in the city. 
Yet, how this preservation can be achieved? 
I wonder, "is it the fate of historic building to become a 
museum or a tourist spot? 
Adapting Old Buildings to New Uses, William C. Shopsin, AIA. 
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Conservation of Cultural Heritage 
Heritage: 
1. Anything that has been transmitted from the past or 
handed down by tradition. 
2. The evidence of the past, such as historical sites, and 
the unspoilt natural environment, considered as the 
inheritance of present-day society. 
In a sense, ‘heritage，does not mean only 'antiquities' and 
'monuments', it also comprises of historic area, natural beauty 
as well as the legacy of human activities that have appeared 
for a long period of time, and from which people respect and 
revere their wisdom and experience behind. 
Railway Terminus Clock Tower 
was opened on 1 October 1910 
Architectural Preservation can be classified as four levels, 
they are—Preservation, Restoration, Rehabilitation and 
Conservation. Restoration is similar to rehabilitation can use 
contemporary technique to revitalize and refresh the original 
form from the damaged. Conservation has the similar 
meaning to preservation which denotes keeping safe from 
harm or decay. The former connotes no more changes 
being necessary to keep artifact inexistence whilst the latter 
allows indefinite degree of change and ornament. Therefore, 
conservation seeks to 'preserve and enhance' and therefore 
can be defines as a process of preserving something in being 
and keeping it alive. 
Identity? 
8 
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Reason for Conservation 
1 • The cultural continuity among generations 
Historic environment impart our sense of place and history, 
our cultural identity. They altogether embody a collective 
memory of the place and should be recognized. As a result, 
conservation can be regard as a means to carry into the future 
all that represent the "sense of the place", i.e. the essence of 
heritage conservation is to uphold the spirit of the place. 
2. The originality and national consciousness 
Besides, conservation not retains the city's identity and its 
uniqueness, but also upholds its originality that makes it 
distinctive from other countries. 
Old Supreme Court which 
houses the Legislative Council 
Chambers since 1985 
3. Aesthetic quality of the cultural attributes 
The aesthetic quality is reflected in the environmental history 
so that "the civilization and art of a certain period in history 
could be partly attributable to the cultural root of the people.，，^ 
Thus, protecting our heritage can also mean keeping our past 
aesthetic beauty and appreciation of the past craftsmanship. 
Roger Kain, Planning for Conservation, 1981 
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4. Attract tourism 
The idea of cultural conservation is often tip up with tourism. 
"Tourism for many is an attempt to reestablish cultural roots" 
stated by Appleyard^. It can inspire people to look at the 
historical values of the own cities and to treasure them, to 
increase their enjoyment of their own days. Sometimes, 
viable economic income can also be generated by 
conservation, if the tourist potential is strong. 
Government House becomes a 
main tourist spot. 
5. Reaction against the detachment feeling of the 
modern townscape 
Sometimes, cultural conservation may be a reaction against 
"the discomforts of modern city，its densities，traffic congestion， 
smog, over load.”4 This sentiments comes from a dislike of 
the modern architecture due to its being more or less 
standardized and depersonalized with similar building design 
and materials and a lack of consideration of human scale. 
The "radical break" of modern architecture with the past offers 
no visual reference to remind the people of the continuity of 
their civilization. 
3 Donald Appleyard, The Conservation of European Cities, 1979 
4 Ditto 
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Conservation and Urban Renewal 
1. Conservation = Museum? 
t is not common to find that the preserved building was 
changed into museum, such as Sam Tung Uk, the Law Uk 
Museum and the Flagstaff House (Museum of Tea Ware). 
“Domestic approach to heritage conservation has produced 
piecemeal conservation efforts that transform historical 
buildings into museums and exhibition halls. Our 
Government House is in danger of being turned into yet 
another museum for local consumption. Turning Hong 
Kong's historical buildings into domestic museums is a 
dead-end approach in heritage conservation." Stated by 
Prof. David Lung.^ 
Old Tai Po Market Railway 
Station, it is fully restored and 
became a railway museum 
As a result, we cannot consider the buildings alone in the 
conservation process. Conservation must take reconciliation 
with the site environment, the social culture and the identity of 
the buildings. 
Prof. David Lung, "Is Heritage for Sale?", HKIA Journal, no.25. 
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2. Conflicts between Conservation and Urban Renewal 
In reality, heritage conservation and urban renewal are often 
in conflict because the former one attempts to keep the 
heritage but the latter one wants to rebuild the old areas. 
Heritage of places are threatened by the urban renewal 
waves all over the world. When new development takes 
places, unless particular care is taken, much of the special 
character of the older places is destroyed. 
The dilemma between conservation and redevelopment is 
particularly difficult to maintain. Conservation occupying 
land and inhibiting in-situ changes and economic expansion 
does not fit with the interest of the economic development 
process. Building are usually torn down and redeveloped if 
the economic returns are higher, irrespective of the unique 
character and history of buildings. The most unfortunate 
example is the Lee Theatre, occupying a key intersection in 
Causeway Bay, was demolished to increase the investment 




Lee Theatre lost in the conflict 
with the high land value. It 
was demolished in 1991. 
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Conservation Modes Comparison 
1. Restoration 
Restoration tries to preserve a historical building as integrity. 
Restoration aims to retain the complete history, including the 
past image, style and atmosphere as a whole so that it can in 
the present. The easy imitation or personal projection of 
preference to the original design of the past may be because 
it is controversial philosophically. The argument is that we 
no longer build in the same way as the craftsmen did in the 
past and it is difficult to determine which period of the 
historical building the architect should make reference to. 
Consideration 
Availability of both craftsmanship and building material has to 
be considered. 
Example 
Restoration of Cheung Shan Monastery, Ping Che 
k M 
Restoration of Cheung Shan 
Monastery, Pin Che Fanling 
2. Conservation 
Conversion involves the change of use of a building. It is a 
common way to be used to preserve an old building when its 
original use becomes out of date or it is incapable of fulfilling 
the current function requirements. 
Consideration 
Feasibility studies should be carried out io determine whether 
the cost of renovations, services upgrading, structural 
reinforcement and other improvement works could be 
balanced off the extended life expectancy of the building. 
Example 
Conversion of Sam Tung Uk Village to Museum and 
Conversion of Western Market to Cultural/Shopping Complex. 
Sam Tung Uk Village converted 
to a museum 
Western Market 
13 
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Ruins of the Church of Sao 
Paulo, Macau 
3. Partially Preserved I Partially Rebuilt 
Across the life span of a building, parts of it may be 
demolished and rebuilt. The reason may be partial 
destruction by fire, dilapidated condition or the fact that 
retaining the whole historical building shall hinder the 
development potential of the site. Facadism is a strategy 
commonly adopted in such kind of operation. Facadism 
involves the redevelopment of a building behind existing 
historic fagade. It is justified especially in case where the 
exterior fagade contributes to its surroundings and provide a 
sense of continuity of the old and new. Facadism generates 
a higher return from an urban site. The shortcoming is that it 
destroys the integrity of a historic building. It is sometimes 
regards as a compromise between conservation and 
redevelopment. 
Consideration 
Temporary support is need to the fagade being retained prior 
to the demolition of the interior and the rest of the old building. 
It is because the lateral stability of the fagade depends on the 
cross walls and floor slabs. The support system could be 
places internally, externally or partly internal / external. The 
temporary structure could also be used as part of the 
permanent structure of the new building. 
Example 
Restoration and Conversion as a museum of the ruins of the 
Church of Sao Paulo, Macau, which had been destroyed by a 
fire and only facade can be retained. 
4. Total Removal I Rebuilt Elsewhere 
Removal of a historic building from an urban site is common 
but it is not a common practice to have the building rebuilt 
elsewhere, it is costly and should be difficult to justified. 
Consideration 
The procedure of dismantling and rebuilding should be 
carefully coordinated, paying special attention to material 
processing and stocking. 
14 
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C h a p t e r I! 
INITIANTION of PROJECT 
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Chapter II 
In i t ia t ion of Pro jec t 
Magistrates' Court in Hong Kong 
Good court houses are the result of careful integration of 
space management and judicial administration. They need 
to integrate the components of judicial administration with 
space management concepts, approaches and principles. 
Judicial administration is the management of court systems 
and Space management is to provide adequate and suitable 
space and facilities to satisfy the needs of the Magistrate's 
Courts. It involves considerations of function, aesthetics, 
site conditions, architectural materials, finishes, and other 
design elements. 
Most existing Magistrates' Courts in Hong Kong were 
constructed during the middle of twentieth. (Fanling 
Magistrates' Court was constructed in 1953.) They are 
invariably symmetrical in plan and their classical-style 
frontage can reflect that they are courts. However, the 
courthouse building in Hong Kong shows a general 
negligence about the architectural significance although they 
should represent the power of the state. The standardized 
design of the magistrates' courts even merge the magistrates' 
court into a government complex. They resemble normal 
and ordinary institutional buildings. Instead it only satisfies 
the required functions as a court house with no symbolic 
identity. 
Is it really a court? Or it is just a 
government complex? (Tuen 
Mun Magistrates' Court) 
16 
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Type of Courts 
Under the basic structure of the current legal system of Hong 
Kong, different courts handle different kinds of cases. The 
Magistrates' Court is the fundamental court in Hong Kong that 
the case flows is the highest among the three different kinds 
of courts. 
1. Magistrates' Court 
• The Magistrates' Courts are established under the 
Magistrates Ordinance, Chapter 227. They exercise 
criminal jurisdiction over a wide range of indictable and 
summary offences. 
• The Juvenile Court in the Magistrate's Courts has 
jurisdiction to hear charges against children and young 
persons under the age of 16, except homicide. 
• The maximum sentencing power of a Magistrate is two 
years' imprisonment, and a fine of $100,000. However, 
specific ordinances empower Magistrates to impose 
sentences of up to jour years' imprisonment and a fine of 
$5,000，000.i 
2. The High Court 
The High Court is located in Admiralty. The High Court 
comprises the Court of Appeal and the Court of First Instance. 
It has both original and appellate jurisdiction. 
• The High Court hears appeal on criminal and civil matters 
from the Court of First Instance, the District Court and the 
Magistrates' Court. 
• The High Court may dismiss or allow the appeal. 
Although an appeal against sentence may result in the 
sentence being reduced, an applicant/appellant in criminal 
appeals should understand that the High Court also has 
the power to increase the sentence in appropriate cases.? 
High Court in Admiralty 
Government, "Pamphlet of Magistrates' Court' 
Government, "Pamphlet of High Court". 
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3. The District Court 
The District Court is located in Wan Chai. It is established 
under the District Court Ordinance, Chapter 336. It has both 
criminal and civil jurisdiction. 
• The District Court deals with indictable offences transferred jhe District Court in Wan chai 
to it from the Magistrates' Court. The District Court may 
try serious criminal cases, with the exception of murder, 
manslaughter and rape. The maximum term of 丨 Arresr 丨 
imprisonment it can impose is 7 years. A district Court 
Judge sits alone without a jury in criminal trial. 
• An accused charged with an indictable offence will make 
his plea in the District Court. 
• If the accused pleads guilty, the Court will hear any 
mitigation and pass sentence on the same day unless the 
Court orders various reports to be sought. If so the Court 
will adjourn the case to another date for sentence. 
• An accused can act in person or engage a lawyer to act on 
his behalf. An accused who can afford it, can employ a 
legal practitioner in private practice or, if not, can apply for 
legal aid. In practice, most accused are legally 
represented. 
• An accused who chooses to act in person, should prepare 
the case carefully including the summoning of his own 
witnesses, if any, before trial. An accused may approach 
the District Court Registry to obtain the form for 
summoning witnesses, if necessary.^ 
I Sunnmary o1 facts read] Ctosin^  suOmisstons. 
L jR^ ggj^  vgrdiCT “ 
£] Nol Guiy 
Accused acquiued Conviction 
|Amec€<ignrscawfnem of accweo j 
,H any 
• if neces^sary. e.g. Protaic 
，Training Centre. 
MUigaion 
Judicial Administration between 
Magistrates' Court and District 
Court 
Government, “Pamphlet of District Court’ 
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North Kowloon 73 
San Po Kong 69 
Kwun Tong 62 
Tsuen Wan 84 
Fanling 66 
Shatin 59 
Tuen Mun 63 
Total 629 
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According to the Annual Reports of Hong Kong in 2001, the 
Magistrates' Courts have the highest volume of cases 
among all the courts, trying some 90 per cent of the cases 
heard annually in Hong Kong. Besides one Chief Magistrate, 
there are 10 Principal Magistrates, 59 Magistrates and 10 
Special Magistrates sitting in 10 magistracies. Magistrates 
exercise criminal jurisdiction over a wide range of offences. 
Magistrates' Courts serve many functions in society. They 
attempt to do justice as well as provide a forum for dispute 
resolution and they record legal status. Comparatively, 
Magistrates' Court was frequently used than the District Court 
and the High Court. A case should be waited for nearly 90 
days on average. 
In view of the above, transformation of Magistrates' Court is 
proposed that the Central Police Station are also located at 
the historical site in Central, which has been the【legal and 
administrative centre' in Hong Kong, and where now most 
government institute and lawyers' offices are located. By 
conserving the Central Police Station into a Magistrates' Court, 
the respectful and majestic image is expected to be enhanced 
in order to arouse the public awareness. 
New Life for Old Majestic Building: 
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Social Concern towards Legal System in Hong Kong 
Before analyzing the architectural concern, it is worth to 
research on issue about the general social attitude towards 
Hong Kong legal system. 
After the sovereign of Hong Kong handed-over to China in the 
July 1997，there are many controversies around the legal 
circle. From the "acts of State" doctrine to the case of "right 
of Abode", all these issues are actually deeply influenced the 
future stability of Hong Kong. But many Hong Kong people 
just do not know the full picture of all these issues. Basic Law 
Take the case of "right of Abode" as an example; the Court of 
Final Appeal judgment on the case would have such a result 
that, a large number of residents in mainland China would 
have the Right of Abode in Hong Kong. The point that drawn 
fierce criticism was that the Government requested the Court 
of Final Appeal to reinterpret its judgment and suggest the 
National People's Congress of PRC to interpret those law 
related to right of Abode in order to resolve that impact of 
huge number of immigrant on Hong Kong social and 
economical aspects. 
Such action of Government is, based on the principle of 
Common law system, totally unacceptable. Since only the 
Judiciary (i.e. the court) can interpret the meaning of law, but 
not the legislator or the Government, in order to safeguard the 
independence of legal and political system. 
Chief Justice - Andrew Li 
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From this event, the Secretary of Justice, Ms Elise Leung, has 
confirmed in a legal conference that 'several principle of 
concept of the rule of law', i.e. "the separation of the legal and 
political systems; the transparency, accessibility, certainty 
and predictability and law; the idea that no one is above the 
law; the principle of equal treatment under the law, regardless 
of rank or wealth; and the settlement of disputes by judges 
who are independent of the executive and not subject to 
pressure from external sources" should continue to be 
upheld after 1997. 
Secretary for Justice - Elise 
Leung 
It is well known that the credible and independent Judiciary is 
the bedrock of Hong Kong stability and prosperity. As the 
Chairman of the Hong Kong Bar Association - Alan Leong 
said, it is important for the citizen to understand the legal 
system and basic law, to achieve the goal, it must be enhance 
the transparency of judicial process in order to improve 
general publics' knowledge about law. 
There is an interesting fact that though the cases that carry 
out in the magistrates' courts is open to public and the lawsuit 
heard are in many cases related to the interest of general 
public, but in fact the majority of Hong Kong citizen do not 
even care to know. For this reason, can we construct a more 
public, welcoming but majestic Magistrates' Court? 
Hong Kong Bar Association 
Hong Kong Government Annual Report 2000. 
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Comparison between Hong Kong and China Legal System 
Before 1997，the law in force in Hong Kong includes certain 
Acts of Parliament listed in the Application of English Laws 
Ordinance, English Acts as applied through Orders in Council, 
Letters Patent and Royal Instructions. With the return of 
sovereignty in 1997，they are no longer applicable. This 
constitutions will then be replace by the Basic Law, that 
guaranteed Hong Kong SAS a high degree of autonomy 
under the Central People's Government and enjoy executive, 
legislative and independent judicial power, including of the 
final adjudication. 
All the laws previously in force in Hong Kong, that is, the 
common law, rules of equity, ordinances, subsidiary 
legislation and customary law will be adopted, except for any 
that contravenes the Basic Law, and subject to any 
amendment by the legislature of Hong Kong. 
Contemporary Chinese Legal System 
The socialist legal system of China, to which the Common 
Law judicial system in Hong Kong is subservient, adheres to 
the leadership of the Communist party, the guidance of 
Marxism-Leninism, and the thought of Mao Tse-tung, the 
people's democratic dictatorship, and the socialist road. 
Accordingly, the dominant legal system should reflect the 
state's ideology of struggle between the thesis, represented 
by the people, which give rise to the antithesis, represented 
by the enemy of the People, under the Marxist doctrine of 
dialectical materialism. According to Marxist jurists, law 
serves class interest. Power is centralized in the hand of 
National People's Congress, which have the power of 
legislation, executive and interpretation of law. 
22 
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Common Law System in Hong Kong 
Common law system is originated from England, and wide 
used in many countries in the world, such as the Australia, 
Canada, England, Ireland and New Zealand. Many British 
colonies also apply common law in their legal system. There 
are six fundamental features in common law system: 
1. Respect of individual rights 
2. The Rule of Law 
3. Judicial independence 
4. The adversarial system and an independent legal 
profession 
5. The jury system 
6. The right of silence and presumption of innocent. 
The Common Law judicial system is a product of capitalist 
society, and its doctrine of precedent (i.e. case law) is flexible 
and adaptable to the changing needs of such society. On 
the other hand, the socialist legal system in Mainland China is 
dogmatic and ideological and is linked to its socialist economy. 
Its preliminary objective is to serve the interest of the 
Communist party. The basic principle and ideology of the 
two systems is radically different. 
Chinese Culture and Common Law 
The judicial system in traditional China was based on the 
Confucian doctrine of rule by a morally educated elite class. 
This doctrine had the effect of subordinating the law to 
morality, and it was well suitable to the highly centralized state 
system government. The traditional concept of legal system 
is still deeply influence Hong Kong Chinese people. The 
following brief comparison may help to understand the 
behavior and view of general public towards the present 
common law system in Hong Kong. 
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1. Judicial Machinery 
Unlike Common Law development, the judicial officers in 
traditional China were not vested with much authority from the 
outset. They were regarded as part of a hierarchical system 
operating under strict rules and complex administrative 
regulations. They were not entrusted with wider adjudicative 
authority. There also are censorable, review and appeal 
systems to check their errors to ensure a peaceful empire for 
the ultimate interest of the emperor. 
2. Procedure 
The trial procedures in traditional China did not encourage 
people to insist on their legal rights, to resort to courts to settle 
disputes and to respect the legal rights of others. These 
procedures fostered a negative attitude toward lawsuits. But 
the tight scrutiny within the hierarchical structure and the 
checks used during trial and likely to have given the people 
confidence in the administration of justice. To a certain 
extent, the Rule of Law existed in traditional China. 
3. Adversarial System and an Independent Lega 
Professional 
The traditional Chinese legal system was hierarchically 
structured and deeply influenced by the Confucian principle of 
harmony, and this has no parallel in the historical 
development of the Common Law judicial system. 
Traditional China are never been a legalistic society, and the 
people looked on law with contempt and abhorrence. 
Therefore, the issue was not whether the law clerks of the 
magistrates and litigation tricksters were honorable 
professions. 
24 
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4. The Jury System 
In traditional China, there was no jury system. The absence 
of such a system meant there was no cultural influence on the 
people as the whether they would be willing to participate in 
judicial decision making or to serve jury duty. The safeguard 
of trial by jury was also unknown in traditional China. 
5. The Right of Silence and Presumption of Innocence 
Although traditional Chinese codes were not precisely 
expressed, the guiding principle, unlike that in Common Law 
countries, is that every accused is guilty unless proven 
otherwise. Factors, such as the use of judicial torture, point 
to the lack of a right of silence in traditional China. 
From my point of view, the judicial system between China and 
Hong Kong is totally different, no matter in term of judicial 
administration and system, symbolic meaning and social 
concern. Their coexistence under the same constitution is 
doubtful. As the judicial system in Hong Kong is based on 
basic law, the court houses in Hong Kong are not necessary 
to fulfill the functional use for Chinese judicial law system. 
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Chapter III 
EXPLORING on SITE / URBAN 
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Chapter III 
Exp lo r i ng on Site / Urban 
Methodology 
The consideration of site would base on how a context would 
situate and demonstrate my intentions, 
district instead of particular site. 
start looking at 
3 urban districts were chosen for comparison: the area 
between Central and Sheung Wan, Tsim Sha Tsui and 
Causeway Bay. These are all familiar places. 
By then, I strolled in the 3 areas and tried to orient myself 
causally. 
What attracts me the most? 
How urban are they? 
What are their atmosphere? 
How many historical building are there? 
What are the unique contexts? 
What makes it an identifiable place? 
It does not mean to be a very analytical justification; instead, it 
is a sensitive one. Through the words and image to show 
the identity of each of them. 
Sheung Wan / Central 
Hong Kong I sand 
Tsim Sha Tsui 
Kowloon 
Causeway Bay 
Hong Kong Island 
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District I 
Sheung Wan I Central 
The mid-level escalator in Central is an urban intervention of 
both intensification and stratification. It extends physically 
from the Central Market, crossing Queen's road. It 
strategically connects people from the mid-level residential 
area to the Central Business District. It is a physical 
extension of the elevated walkway connecting up the whole 
Central Business District. People are accelerated like 
vehicles on the highway. This artificial walkway creates new 
accessibility to the mid-level. It represents a kind of urban 
struggle conquering the slope. It is an intensified 
accessibility. Program are invented and inserted beneath 
and around the walkway. These activities extend upwards 
as a new horizon of contact between the pedestrian and the 
event space. People can view the street from the upper level 
such that the back lane, street markets, outdoor cafe, 
residential flats, 2"」floor book stores are all become moving 
pictures to show the cityscape. 




Collage image of Sheung Wan / 
Central 
Figure/Ground of Sheung Wan / 
Central 
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Figure / Ground of Tsim Sha 
Tsui 
Old Residential Area and the 
Entertaining region 
Chungking r 
Collage image of Tsim Sha Tsui 
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District II 
Tsim Sha Tsui 
Cutting across the MTR station is a route I found most 
interesting in Tsim Sha Tsui. Two neutral, ambiguous 
spaces are identified. One is the segment along the 
Kowloon Park and the other is the residential are on the other 
side of Nathan Road. 
Kowloon Park has long been bridging between the Tsim Sha 
Tsui and Jordon. It is a major recreation spot in the district. 
Along Haiphong road is its southern edge, a segment of 
neutral area borrowed from the park. It is the major route 
leading to the big Harbour City. Are people all with the same 
purpose walking in the street? 
On the other side of Nathan Road, the residential area in Tsim 
Sha Tsui is very quietly hidden among places of public 
entertainment. Some of the residential areas are indeed 
decaying. Buildings are getting old and there are not many 
activities around. Time does matter in TST within a day or 
even within a week. 
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District III 
Causeway Bay 
Among the urban fabric in Causeway Bay. Times Square is 
the strongest one. The Times Square was completed in 
1985. The site was the former tram depot. The idea before 
was to inject a big commercial structure in to revitalize the 
fading community in the vicinity. With a large TV screen, 
open ground floor concept and escalators transporting people 
up and down, the open piazza is of strong sense of fluidity. 
The whole space becomes very cinematic. Old buildings 
around are knocked down as the commercial value has raised 
due to the accessibility brought by the Times Square. It 
indeed colonizes the whole area. 
A MTR underground passage was incorporated in the project, 
leading to the Times Square. It intentionally draws the 
pedestrian circulation to site the old tram depot. Pedestrians 
are brought in like spring water fertilizes the area. New 
circulation spine is defined as a connection between the Sogo 
department store and the Times Square on the street. 
People seem to be magnetized by the underground passage 
and the 2 landmark buildings in the area. New pattern in 
invented accordingly. This creates a transitional zone 
between the two areas. 
Pedestrian between Time 
Square and Sogo. 
Collage image of Causeway 
Bay 
Figure / Ground of Causeway 
Bay 
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My Choice --
Sheung Wan / Central 
Among the three selected areas, the area between Sheung 
Wan and Central is chosen for the potential site. The 
justification is its strong sense of intricacy. The variety of 
activities is just ridiculous and it is the most primitive sense of 
urban form here. An urban form of event instead of the 
physical form. Everything happens in this city, in this district. 
It has the potential to allow interventions to happen, the area 
is facing the redevelopment pressure. The decaying is on 
the hardware only, not on the events it houses. This 
resistance generates the opportunities. 
The most important issue is the existence of Central Police 
Station, a historical building which can scatter the scene of 
dignity. The Victoria Prison is an architectural convention of 
isolation, depression and darkness. The escalator and 
central center is contemporary intervention of penetration and 
transparence. I need a place around them to gain a passion. 
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Site Location 
The proposed site is the present Central Police Station in 
Hollywood Road, Central. The compound with a total of 6 
buildings forms a unique and magnificent colonial 
architectural complex. 
The Central Police Station had been listed Grade 1 declared 
monument by the Antiquities and Monuments Office in 1995. 
Statutory Considerations 
Land Ownership Govor 门 m6nt 
Location 10，Hollywood Road, Central 
Zoning Classification of site: GIC 
Density zoning: zone 1 
Approx. Site Area Approx. 7000 sq. m. 
Class of Site Class C 
Leve 57m highest on the southern edge 
35.5m lowest at the NE corner 
Gradient: approx. 8.16° 
The Central Police Station 
Complex 
Site Section of Central Police Station 
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The courtyard of the Central 
Police Station has to be used 
for car park. 
Examine the Characteristic of Site 
1. Insufficient Space for different Departments 
According to the report of AMO, the Central Police 
Department will be relocated to nearby redevelopment site 
next to the Hollywood Road Police Quarters after two years. 
On the other hand, other non-regional departments can be 
relocated to the proposed new Wan Chai Police Headquarters 
which is designed by the Architectural Service Department. 
The existing structure of the Central Police Station seemingly 
cannot meet the modern requirements of the Police 
Department. The facilities of the Station were dilapidated 
and outworn. Many different departments such as C.I.D., 
Traffic Accident Investigation, etc. were occupied the Central 
Police Station. It seems that the structure is underutilized 
nowadays. 
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2. Good opportunity for Redevelopment 
Last year, Swire Properties appointed consultants to prepare 
a feasibility study of the Central Police Station in order to 
investigate the redevelopment potential of the site. The 
report shows that it has a potential to change the use of the 
Central Police Station into a tourist spot. But the final 
decision is not decided yet. 
3. Change of the surrounding 
The identity of Sheung Wan is changing recently. The area 
near the waterfront was developed into a heartland 
commercial zone. Most of the famous commercial buildings 
were located around the Queen's Road. Commercial 
activities also spread around the up-hill level. The boundary 
between commercial and residential area near the hillside is 
the location of the Central Police Station. It is a leading 
landmark in Sheung Wan region which clearly defined the 
area of commercial and residential areas. Besides, with the 
introduction of the Mid-levels Escalator, the SOHO District, 
Lai Kwai Fong, and also the gradually increasing number of 
galleries, art workshops in the area. It makes the complex 
around become full of cultural and unique atmosphere. 
The Mid-Levels Escalator 
enhanced the up-hill 
commercial activities 
Shopping arcade in Wellington 
Street 
34 
The Gaol was reconstructed 
during 1862 
:::U I 
The Victoria Gaol was built in 
1841 
On Jan 20，1841 the first stage of the Anglo-Chinese War 
came to an end with the signing of the Convention of Chuenpi, 
one of the terms which included was the cession of Hong 
Kong Island to Britain. A few days later, the British landed on 
the north-west coast of the island and erected a flagpole on 
Possession Point, a small hill near the western end of the 
present Hollywood Road. 
Hong Kong in those days was not a very prepossessing spot. 
Probably less than 6,000 people inhabited on the island, 
earning a living by fishing and farming. The island itself was 
bare and rocky. Its main recommendation was its excellent 
harbour. At that time, the Britain saw Hong Kong merely as 
a stepping stone for trading and had never made an overall 
planning for the city. 
William Caine (1798-1871) was the Chief Magistrate of Hong 
Kong in 1841. The public order at that time was very poor 
and robbers carried out many audacious break-ins. 
Government house was burgled in April 1843. In May an 
armed band plundered the Morrision Educational Institute and 
wounded the Superintendent. Caine, in 1843，ordered that 
all Chinese had to carry a lantern after 3 p.m. and no one, 
except Watchman, was permitted to be on the streets after 10 
p.m. without a pass. This remained in force until 1897.i 
Hong Kong 'Cheung-Ku' 
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Historical Background 
I 
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By 1860, the conditions in the Victoria Gaol had become very 
poor. Over-crowding, lack of proper supervision and sheer 
unimaginative inhumanity were augmented by downright 
cruelty. There is also great carelessness in conveying to the 
Gaol Governor the reports on prisoners made by the Surgeon. 
As a result, the gaol was reconstructed in 1862 and two years 
later the Central Police Station, then situated south of 
Queen's Road, was moved to a new building next to the Gaol. 
In June 1905，the third storey was added. A criminal was 
brought to trial and imprisoned in the same place if found 
guilty. 
Central Police Station & Victoria 
Gaol, 1888 
The new Central Headquarters, the Barracks Block, was a 
typical hybridized Victorian Colonial style building. It follows 
the style of buildings in Britain but with certain modification. 
As adaptation to the tropical climate in Hong Kong, balconies 
were attached, and wooden louvers were added to the doors 
and windows, for the purposes of ventilation, wind shielding 
and sun shading. The roof adopted the traditional 
construction method of Chinese tile roof and the architectural 
details were mixed with Chinese patterns.^ 
The Headquarter 
constructed in 1919 
was 
Subsequently the Quarters Blocks were built. The U-shaped 
blocks next to the Barracks Block was built between 1865 and 
1867，now accommodates the police dormitory. The other 
two blocks were completed in early 1910s and now 
accommodate the traffic police dormitory and clinic office 
respectively. 
Hong Kong Architecture 
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In the early 1910s, the quarters for the Chinese and Indian 
faced a lot of problems - high risk of fire, an overcrowding and 
ill-ventilated environment, lack of supervision and difficulties 
in assembling the men on emergency. A proposal for the 
new building in the complex was put forward in 1914. The 
extension of the Central Station in Hollywood Road was 
delayed by a shortage of steel and was not completed until 
1919. The total cost was $227,633. Consider the 
economic situation during that period in Hong Kong, the 
colonial government invested such a large amount of money 
to build the blocks. The significant symbolic meaning of the 
Building can be imagined. 
The sub-basement included Garage Sikh Temple, 
Mohammedan Mosque. Bathrooms and lavatories for 
European, Indian and Chinese were separated. The 
Headquarters Block, as now called, is classical in style, and 
the exposed brickwork in the external elevation is of Red 
Formosa facing brick. Granite staircase gave access to 
various floors and large verandahs extended along the main 
fronts toward Hollywood Road and the station compound on 
the main and upper floors. 
The Central Police Station 
Complex was totally completed 
in 1925 
m 
Nowadays the aerial plan of the 
Central Police Station 
The addition of blocks continues in the adopted anti-clockwise 
direction, around the central courtyard, and finally ended in 
1925 by the completion of the stores block, now houses the 
traffic branch.3 
Hong Kong Government, Annual Report 1919，1919 
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n the afternoon of Dec 15, 1942 the Central District was 
bombed by the Japanese in the World War 11. A stick bombs 
hit the Old Bailey and Caine Road Junction, the Pottinger 
Street and Hollywood Road junction, Wellington Street and 
Central cells. The ground floor and basement offices of 
Police Headquarters were destroyed and one inspector was 
killed. Following these deaths it was decided to evacuate 
Central and the headquarters were moved to the Gloucester 
Building, where they remained until the surrender. In the 
wake of the war, the Central Police Station no longer serves 
as the Central Headquarters of Police Force. 
Past Central Police Station. 
In later years, the roof support of the Headquarters Block has 
been changed from wooden trusses to steel trusses, due to 
the poor workmanship and materials in the past. Also, both 
the Barracks and the Store Blocks have undergone internal 
alteration and modernization. Nevertheless, compared with 
the fast and vast transformation of Victoria from an important 
but undistinguished colonial merchant town into a century 
metropolis Central District, the site of police station itself has 
only undergone a very litter and slow pace of change in the 
last 100 years. 
Inspector's training 
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Architectural Merits 
Surrounded by high-rise commercial curtain-wall buildings 
and podium type residential buildings, together with a number 
of ten storeys post-war residential blocks, the site, different in 
scale and architectural expression, acts as an oasis to the 
cityscape. The feeling is even stronger whilst one is 
standing inside the courtyard. Oasis for the cityscape 
The Headquarter Block suggests a classical style frontage to 
the main street, Hollywood Street. It arouses the colonial 
history of Hong Kong and gives a rich picture to the cityscape 
with the dialogue of "new" and "old". 
From the Commercial area to the location of the Central 
Police Station is a long and gentle slope. The end of the 
slope is the junction between the Hollywood Street, Pottinger 
Street and the mid-level escalator~where is the location of 
the Central Police Station. Symbolically, it shows the high 
status of the dignity of the building. Old Bailey Street 
Besides the Central Police Station is the Old Bailey Street. 
The origin of the street name is that Old Bailey is the name of 
ancient British Judicial Administration. In the past, all the 
judicial law and administration was originated and executed 
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Adjacent Special Areas 
1. SOHO District 
The Central Mid-level escalator link has acted to open up an 
area to the south of Hollywood Road defined primarily by 
Shelley Street, Staunton Street and Elgin Street, now 
popularly known as the SOHO District. Because of the 
escalators land on the two intersections of Staunton Street 
and Elgin Street with Shelly Street respectively, the large flow 
of people attracted many restaurants and cafes of different 
nationalities. This creates an interesting atmosphere which 
is extending further into the neighbourhood. 
SOHO District 
2. Lan Kwai Fong 
Lan Kwai Fong, indeed, is a tiny L-shaped street near 
Wellington Street in Central. Together with the bigger 
L-shaped D' Aguilar Street and Queen's Road Central, this is 
the core of the Lan Kwai Fong District. It is the most popular 
loose-tie dining and entertainment area on Hong Kong Island 
The young and stylish flock to Lan Kwai Fong to sample 
specialties from around the globe. Many restaurants open 
on to the cobblestone streets, providing the luxury of alfresco 
dining. It is a unique energetic community bustling with 
activities, especially at night time and during festivals. 
Lan Kwai Fong 
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3. Mid Level Escalator 
The Mid Level Escalator is completed in 1991. It starts at 
Queen's Road in Central, through Cochrane Street, Shelley 
Street and ends at Conduit Road. It serves as a connection 
between mid-level and Central. It has a dynamic impact on 
the surrounding areas. The heavy flow of people has helped 
to promote street life and activity areas along the path and 
contribute to the opening up of the S〇H〇 District 
Mid Level Escalator 
4. Pottinger Street 
Pottinger Street acts as pedestrian "Leading Street" between 
Queen's Road Central and Hollywood Road, absorbing 
pedestrian flows from Stanley Street and Wellington Street, 
and providing both a visual and circulation link with the main 
entrance to the Central Police Station. Pottinger Street is 
one of the oldest streets in Hong Kong. As one walks along 
it, nostalgia is easily aroused because the street contains 
many reminders of Old Hong Kong. 
Pottinger Street 
5. Hollywood Street 
Hollywood Road is attracted by its specialization in selling 
antiques and artworks. Curio and antique shops, Indian 
restaurants, Chinese stationary and some business firms can 
be found along this Road. These activities occupy the 
ground floor shops as well as the first level, with the type of 
shops changes from Chinese to Indian and finally to Western 
ones when moves from the west to east. The northern part 
favours the street activities more than the southern part 
because of the termination of the land use pattern of the 
Central Police Station. 
Hollywood Street 
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C h a p t e r IV 
SITE ANALYSIS 
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Chapter IV 
Site Ana l ys i s 
Central is actually an 
early-developed area 
since mid-19th century. 
The fabric evolved 
here is a direct 
response to the 
typography. Most of 
the streets are old. 
The roads are winding 
and building blocks 
are built along the 
contour. These kinds 
of conditions offer the unique quality to this particular site. 
The largest piece of structure found in the site is the Central 
Police Station complex including an urban 'Box' element, 
Victoria Prison. A strong urban intervention is also found in 
this place. That is the elevated escalator. This 
monumental urban element is to bring a very simple solution 
of pedestrian access over the sloping hill. 
{ •Ovyifv 礼. 
Sketch of Central Police Station 
Complex 
Commercial Building 
The commercial buildings are 
located in Central near to the 
Central Business District. 
Some of the old residential 
areas have also been 
redeveloped into commercial 
towers in recent years. Commercial Buildings 
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Residential Building 
Old residential buildings 
are found in Sheung Wan. 
They are old and shall be 
redeveloped soon. They 
occupy small footprint only. 
New tower and podium 
residential tower are more 
found along Caine road or 
even upper on the hill. 
The elevated escalator facilitates these developments. 
However, there is no large scaled residential development in 
this area because of the land ownership. 
Residential Buildings 
Hybrid Building 
Building of hybrid use is one 
of the local characteristics in 
maximizing land profit. 
Typically, the buildings are 
designed as composite 
buildings which residential 
towers would sit on 
commercial podium as 
shopping malls or offices. Some old residential buildings are 
rent for commercial uses. They occupied to even up to the 
10th floor. These include bookstores, trading company, 
yoga centre and saloon. This provides an opportunity for 
some people to take up the upper floor for commercial uses. 
Hybrid Buildings 
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Government Building and Open Space 
As one of the earliest 
developed area in Hong Kong. 
Government buildings are in 
Centml ranges from historical 
to urban interventions. 
Some small public toilets are 
placed near to outdoor 
activities area. Open space 
is very luxury in this area. It 
is used only as outdoor sitting area with simple furniture. 
They are indeed some vacant sites facing building back. 
Therefore, they are often underused. People would 
generally take it as short-cut instead of a place to stay. 
open Space in Pottinger Street 
Street Activities 
Street activities are mostly found in the Sheung Wan side. (If 
you take the elevated escalator as a cut between the 2，you 
would find that it demarcates a line.) They are wet markets. 
Interestingly, the escalator provides a kind of shelter and with 
some simple street furniture there, old people love to gather 
around to look at other people pass by. Some scattered 
street stalls would be found selling newspaper or flowers. 
One street activities happening at night only already becomes 
an icon of the place is found in the area of Lan Kwai Fong. street Activities 
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Vehicular Flow 
Since the whole area is sloping, heavy traffic would generally 
be identified in roads along the contour or closer to the 
Central Business District. They are the Caine road, the 
Hollywood Road, Wellington Street, the Stanley Street and 
the Queens Road in Central Business District. Especially 
during peak hours. Old Bailey Street and Arbuthnot Road 
have relatively fewer traffic, which serve as the alternative 
roads connecting Central Business District and Mid-level 
other than major Garden Road. Staunton Street and Elgin 
Street are particularly under used by vehicular traffic. 
Chancery Lane is a dead-end street which has least traffic 
except those for the residents. 
WSi> 
Traffic Flow Pattern 
Pedestrian Flow 
The pedestrian flow in this site is a negative to the building 
settlement. One major path cutting all the way through from 
the hillside to the coastal is the elevated escalator. 
Underneath the escalator is also a major path. The amount 
of pedestrian flow generally goes down as you move up. 
Also, other major pedestrian flows are found in where street 
activities are located like Pottinger Street and the Cage Street. 
The kinds of street activities activate the human flow very well. 
During lunch hours, more pedestrian flow occurs in Hollywood 
Road, along which many commercial buildings erected, and 
Arbuthnot Road, with no retail activities on ground level, 
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General Site Photo 
This site photo clearly shows that the distribution and the 
general details of each building complex. The building 
complex just like a "building fence wall" that enclosed a large 
open space. Therefore, people are difficult to appreciate the 
historical buildings unless they are standing at the centre 
open area. Moreover, it is pity that the large open area is just 
used for carpark. 
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Characteristics of Central Police Station Buildings 
Block A (Headquarter Block) 
Approx. GFA 3000 m2 
Usage Currently use as HK Island, Regional 
Headquarters & Central District 
Divisional Headquarter. 
Construction Date Constructed in 1919 
Background 
In the early 1910s, the quarters for the Chinese and Indian 
faced a lot of problems — high risk of fire, an overcrowding and 
ill-ventilated environment, lack of supervision and difficulties 
in assembling the men on emergency. A proposal for the 
new building in the complex was put forward in 1914. The 
extension of the Central Station in Hollywood Road was 
delayed by a shortage of steel and was not completed until 
1919. And this is the Headquarter Block (Block A) facing 
Hollywood Road. 
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Architectural Treatment 
With a full height of 16 metres, the street elevation paid 
special emphasis on the grandeur and authority of the police. 
Giant orders such as Doric columns and arches extending 
through the two storeys exhibited splendour and glamour, 
while exuberantly decorated cornices and other 
ornamentation such as lion masks and keystones were 
employed to enrich the facade. 
As the opposite elevation faces the central courtyard, it was 
treated in a more subtle way so that the construction elements 
are all of a smaller scale and has less delicate and unique 
mouldings and ornaments. Indeed，as the Headquarters 
block was built on a sloping site, the street elevation 
demonstrates four storeys whereas the back elevation higher 
up exposes only two. Nevertheless, rustication of the brick 
walls, Greek key pattern mouldings on the column capitals 
and the refined consoles bring delights to the simple masonry 
facade. 
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Background 
The Barrack Block was the original Central Police Station 
once in the part when the Headquarter had not been built. 
This is well illustrated in planning to give the corresponding 
ambiance. The block is rectangular in plan with two side 
arms and a central core in axis introducing a grand and 
welcoming feeling to the public. The proportion is better 
originally before floor was added and the pediments at the 
arms and central core are demolished. 
Front Elevation 
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2. Block B (Barrack Block) 
Approx. GFA 3360 m2 
Usage Currently use as Canteen, changing 
room, report room, recreational room， 
store room 
Construction Date Constructed in 1864 
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Architectural Treatment 
The basic module of a window bay of the Barrack Block is of 
golden ratio. This forms the basic design module making up 
the whole facade in good proportion. Besides, the width of 
side arm and the wide of side wing in elevation are also in 
golden ratio to give proportion in a horizontal point of view. 
In plan, the two side wings and side arms are in golden ratio, 
with the square central core in centre. The wings, core and 
arms are laid properly with alignment and respond to axes. 
Axiality, protruding and recess, symmetry of the two side arms, 
the central core and two side wings are all obvious on the 
building. In elevation as well as in plan there are an ordered 






















Traffic Police DormtoTH 
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3. Block C (Clinic Office) 
Approx. GFA 154 m2 
Usage Currently use as the Government 
Dental C inic 
Construction Date Constructed in 1914 
4. Block D (Traffic Police Dormitory) 
Approx. GFA 330 m^ 
Usage Currently use as a laundry 
Construction Date Constructed in 1914 
Background 
For the Clinic office, the ground floor is a dispensary. First 
floor is a clinic and second floor is a dental clinic. 
For the Traffic Police Dormitory, part of the ground floor is 
used as a laundry and the other part is the dormitory. 
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The two buildings are both symmetrical in plan and common 
in style. As adaptation to the tropical climate in Hong Kong, 
balconies were attached, and wooden louvers were added to 
the doors and windows, for the purposes of ventilation, wind 
shielding and sun shading. The roof adopted the traditional 
construction method of Chinese tile roof and the architectura 
details were mixed Chinese pattern. 
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Architectural Treatment 
Block C is a small 3-storey brick structure which forms an 
attractive and well modulated 'gateway' into the complex. 
Block D is a 3-storey independent structure which forms a 
visual extension of Block C. Together with Block A, this acts 
as a visual landmark providing definition to local views from 
Pottinger Street and Wyndham Street. 
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A small pocket space is enclosed by the three blocks. This 
space provides the routes to the entrances of the building. 
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5. Block E (Police Dormitory) 
Approx. GFA 960 m^ 
Usage Currently use as Briefing Room on G/F 
and changing rooms & store on the top 
two levels. 
Construction Date Constructed in 1864 
麵 




The dormitory is mainly composed of three buildings. Two 
three-storey buildings with symmetric plans are joined 
together forming a L-shape building. Later, a single storey 
warehouse is attached to the L-shape building forming a 
U-shape complex. This building forms a central courtyard 
space together with the other buildings. Front Elevation 
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The form is simple and roughly rectangular in shape because 
the design is to fulfill the functional requirements of the 
internal spaces of the building. 
The whole dormitory is composed of three blocks. Each 
block has its own symmetrical arrangement. The A block 
has its line of symmetry along the north-south direction. B 
block and C block have their lines of symmetry along the 
east-west direction. The lines of symmetry are strongly 
related with the orientation of the buildings. The east 
elevation of B block and the north elevation are facing the 
streets outside and they are the dominant facades of the 
whole building. Therefore, the lines of symmetry of these 
buildings are placed, so that the symmetry emphasized by the 
symmetrical expression of the facade. 
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6. Block F (Traffic Branch Block) 
Approx. GFA 432 m2 
Usage Currently use as the Traffic Accident 
Investigation Report Room 
Construction Date Constructed in 1919 
Architectural Treatment 
The facade is belonged to Victorian Style. However, the 
moulding, decorative motifs are far less complicated than that 
of the headquarters. The common characteristics of all the 
facades are that they are composed of modules, more or less 
the same, though with some modifications. You will discover 
that the west elevation is quite different from other three sides. 
It has different type of modules and you can find four circular 
and two rectangular Doric columns on the lower portion, 
moreover, two types of windows of two floors are clearly 
divided by a strip of moulding. 
Grjvml) floor ？！办” first floor ？1a>i 
56 
The dormitory is originally located at the corner of the site. 
The south and the west facades are facing the streets. 
Therefore, these two facades are richer in decoration. 
These two facades mainly consist of arches, balustrades, 
windows and mouldings. They are the dominant elevations 
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Rustication and stonework are widely used. The hip roof 
consists of two layers of double lay reddish brown clay tile 
also contribution to the whole expression of the facade. 
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C h a p t e r V 
Precedenl" S f u d y 
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Chapter V 
Precedent S tudy 
North Kowloon Magistrates' Court 
Architectural Services Department 1965 
IMtllllH 
T應 irt 
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This magistrates' court is located at Shum Shui Po. It was 
constructed in 1965. It is constructed on a sloping road that 
the main entrance is on the 2"」floor. The fagade is 
symmetric. From the main elevation, it seems that there is a 
virtual second main large entrance at the center of the court. 
The architect also tried to use more vertical fringes to 
decorate the main fagade. From the aesthetic point of view, 
the form is pretty elegant. 
n a magistrates' court, the zoning can be divided into 3 
different zones. They are the public circulation which can 
allow everyone to use this area. It is showed by red colour. 
The second one is the private circulation which can allow the 
staffs to use this area, such as the general office and the first 
clerk office. It is showed by green colour. The final one is 
the secure zoning area which can only allow the custody and 
the magistracies to use this area. The colour is blue. 
The central core is mainly public circulation and the private 
and secure circulation is located on the boundary of the 
magistrates' court. 
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The New German Parliament, Reichstag, Berlin, Germany 
Foster and Partners 1992-1999 
In 1992, the German parliament decided to convert the 
historic Reichstag (House of Representatives of the German 
empire) into new home of the Bundestag (the German 
Council), and it opened for competition. Forster and 
Partners won the competition. 
The 19th Century Reichstag building had been mutilated by 
war damage and subsequent rebuilding. The dome had 
been demolished in the mid-1950s. The conditions of the 
building were poor. 
Foster and Partner considered four issues to transform the 
building. First they considered the significant of the 
Bundestag as one of the world's great democratic forums; 
secondly they determined to make the process of government 
more accessible. Besides, they tried to use history as a 
force which shapes buildings as well as the life of nations, and 
lastly, they design in relation to low-energy, 
environment-friendly issue. 
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The architect designed the new cupola has two helical ramps 
take the public to a viewing platform high above the plenary 
chamber, raising them symbolically above the heads of their 
political representatives. Besides, the architect tried to 
preserved the memories of the past, allowing the Reichstag to 
function as a living museum of German history. Also efforts 
had been put to reconcile the new interiors with the old, so 
junctions between existing and new work are expressed. On 
the other hand, the building's many historic layers can be 
expressed. Glass is used extensively to enhance the 
transparency, and the symbolic meaning of democracy can be 
expressed. 
The architect decided to incorporate the environment-friendly 
concept to the design. In the reconstruction of the Reichstag, 
they proposed extensive use of natural light and ventilation, 
together combined systems of cogeneration and heat 
recovery, so that lowest cost-in-use can be achieved and 
perform sustainable design. The new cupola plays a role on 
the light, ventilation and energy saving strategies. 
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The Court of Final Appeal—Former French Mission 
Architectural Services Department 1989 
The alternation of French Mission Building to Court of Final 
Appeal is designed by the Architectural Services Department. 
According to Mr. S. L. Lam, Senior Property Services 
Manager / Antiquities of the property services branch of 
ArchSD, the major difficulties are: 
• Consideration of preservation of the declared 
monumental building. 
• Fitting the complicated layout requirement into the 
existing building. 
These are the two criteria Mr. Lam set in treating the 
monument building. Minimum intervention means to 
minimize the impact of alteration work on the building in order 
to keep the spirit of that monument building. But it does not 
imply constraint on using of new language in the design. 
The best example would be the newly installed lift at the 
courtyard. The new lift with a high-tech look is made by steel 
and enclosed by glass. Mr. Lam claimed that such design is 
deliberately applied to express the architecture of today's 
generation. 
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Such requirements are fulfilled satisfactorily that is shown in 
the diagram. Segregation of public, judge and defendant in 
custody is achieved within the constraint of the old layout. 
Natural Lighting Consideration 
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General Speaking, the alteration work of the Former French 
Mission Building for the Court of Final Appeal can fulfill the 
functional requirement of the court. However, in term of 
layout and planning, there is still certain deficiencies that need 
improvement. 
‘ H - -e 




1. Certain provisions, such as staff canteen and judge 
common room, are lacking in the building. 
2. Although layout segregation is achieved inside the 
building, the entrances for the public and the judge share 
the space outside the building. At the same time, the 
judge entrance is not secured by guard post or other 
means of security, which is unfavourable in term of 
courthouse planning. 
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C h a p t e r VI 
Design Guidel ine 
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Chapter VI 
Des ign Gu ide l ine 
Building Users 
These fall broadly into two groups; those who attend the court 
in connection with court sitting or who visit the offices; and 
those who work full or part-time at the courthouse. A list of 
all persons who typically visit the courthouse is given below, 
followed by a short summary of their circulation within the 
courthouse, and their relationship with other users. 
Person attending or visiting the court 
a. Judges/Magistrates 
b. Advocates 
i. Prosecution Service of Department of Justice 
ii. Solicitors (including any appearing under "duty lawyer' 
Schemes) 





d. Defendants and Respondents 
i. Persons in custody 
ii. Persons surrendering to bail 
iii. Youth under local authority care 
iv. Complainants 
e. Press 
f. Public Attending the Courtroom 
i. Relatives of defendants 
ii. Victims of crime and their supporters 
iii. Parent 
iv. General Public 
g. Other Visitors 
i. Government staff 
ii. Visiting magistrates 
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Person attending or visiting the court 
a. Clerk to the Justices' Staff 
Clerk to the Justices 
i. Deputy Clerk 
ii. Court Clerks 
V. Principal assistant 
V. Computer Manager 
vi. Senior and junior administrative officers 
vii. Security staff 
viii. Persons employed in the catering/refreshment facilities 
Warrant Office Staff 
Warrant officer 
i. Civilian process servers 
ii. Civilian clerical staff 
Police Custody Staff 
Holding officer 
i. Female holding officer 
ii. Prison escorts 
Probation Staff 
Probation officers 
i. Clerical officers and assistants 
ii. Ancillary workers 
e. Building supervisory and Maintenance Staff 
Court Superintendent/caretaker 
i. Maintenance person 
ii. Cleaning staff 
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Courthouse planning is essentially organized around the 
courtrooms, to which a number of participants have access 
under controlled conditions. 
a. Primary Group 
A courthouse plan comprises 5 Primary Elements or Groups: 
• Courts 
• Magistrates 
• Justices' Clerk 
• Public 
• Custody 
Each group houses a separate function; the groups are 
separated for reasons of administrative convenience, privacy 
and security. Essential links between these groups should 
be controlled by selective access or locking. 
b. Essential Links 
There are four essential internal linking spaces between the 
following primary groups, which need to be maintained in all 
planning layouts to maximize efficiency: 
i. Magistrates and Court Clerks Group - a regular 
meeting space is needed for preliminary briefing and 
occasionally for ad-hoc advice. 
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Magistrates Courtroom Group 一 space for convenient 
access to retiring rooms. 
Payment/Enquiries and the Public Area Group -
space for payments and information. It should be noted 
that this area would also be opened during normal office 
hours and when the remainder of the building is closed to 
the public. 
Courtrooms and custody Area Group 一 space for 
production of defendants in custody. 
Privalo Circulation Public Circulation I Circulalion 
Courthouse Security Model of Circulation 
Panern 
c. Public Area 
The public area comprises the court hall and public entrance 
with a number of associated rooms for supporting facilities; for 
example, interviews, waiting and refreshment. This part of 
the building is open to the general public during court hours, 
after which circulation may be restricted. 
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d. Justices' Clerk Area 
The clerk to the Justices is responsible for the management of 
the court work, and the day-to-day running of the building. 
He, together with other court clerks, is also responsible in 
assisting judge on the law and legal matters generally. The 
Court Clerks office should therefore be arranged for 
convenient access to the Judge group. 
A large part of the Justices' Clerk's Department is concerned 
with general administration, and is its main contact with the 
public. The payment and enquiries counter is sited in this 
part of the department, and should be located for easy access 
by the public, usually immediately off the public entrance. 
e. Custody Accommodation group 
The entire custody area, including the vandock, access into 
the courtroom and the interview suite, are under the control of 
the holding officer and his custody staff. Defendants in 
custody enter the courthouse via a separate and protected 
entrance, from which they gain access through secure 
circulation to the custody assembly area. This 
accommodation must have exclusive access by stair corridor 
or lift to all courtrooms via waiting areas leading directly into 
the courtroom dock. 
It is important that facilities are provided within the custody 
area for discussion between defendants and advocated 
before and after trial. It is undesirable that advocates are 
asked to conduct interviews in holding rooms, and so a buffer 
suite of accommodation is sited between the public area and 
the holding rooms for this purpose. These facilities should 
cater for both open and closed visits. 
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Schedule of Accommodation 
Accommodation 





Judges' Clerk / Assistant 
Conference Room 
Judge Common Room 
Judge Dinning 
Judge Library 
Zone 2 — Public Area 










































Zone 3 — Barrister Area I Bar Association 
Secretarial Section 
Conference Room 
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Accommodation 
Zone 4 — Justices' Clerk's Staff 
Public Counter 
Judicial Clerk 
General & Court Registry 
Chief Registrar Chamber 
Court Reporter Office 
Secretaries 
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Design Concept 
Judicial administration is the management of court systems 
and space management is to provide adequate and suitable 
space and facilities to satisfy the needs of the Magistrate's 
Courts. Nowadays most existing Magistrates' Courts lose 
their identity. People cannot even recognize the court from 
its building form. This project is to recreate a formal space in 
a dignity building. 
Try to create more elegant facade, sometimes using arch with 
detail, without detail, column, or very balcony with rails etc. 
Also to enhance the facade detail. 
To penetrate the "Building Fence wail" in order to enhance the 
Visual Connection to the Historical Building. 
Define a new access 
The buildings form regulating an open space where can 
attract more people to appreciate the historical buildings and 
understand the judicial process through the courthouse. 
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Make use of the level difference between Abuthnot Road and 
the open area of the site, the carpark was moved to the 
underground instead of the open area. 
Enlarge the window to introduce natural lighting into the main 
hall, also provide a natural view for the people to enjoy the 
open space and the historical buildings. 
Magistracy, defendants and the public has their own 
circulation system within the main courthouse, they will not 
interfere with each other. 
Zoning 
The sequence is Pottinger Street 
Open Space -> General Office 
Victoria Prison 
-> Atrium -> waiting area 
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Second Floor Plan 
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Chapter VII 
Spec ia l S tudy — Architectural Aspect 
Block A (Headquarters Block) 
With a full height of 16 metres, the street elevation paid 
special emphasis on the grandeur and authority of the police. 
Giant orders such as Doric columns and arches extending 
through the two stories exhibited splendour and glamour, 
while exuberantly decorated cornices and other 
ornamentation such as lion masks and keystones were 
employed to enrich the fagade. 
As the opposite elevation faces the central courtyard (before 
as the marching ground), it was treated in a more subtle way 
so that the construction elements are all of a smaller scale 
and has less delicate and unique mouldings and ornaments. 
Indeed, as the Headquarter block was built on a sloping site, 
the street elevation demonstrates four stories whereas the 
back elevation higher up exposes only two. Nevertheless, 
rustication of the brick walls, Greek key pattern mouldings on 
the column capitals and the refined consoles bring delights to 
the simple masonry facade. 
The two side elevations of the building are minor facades so 
that the arrangements of the elements are just similar to the 
back elevation with some small modification. 
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Order - Doric order 
In classical architecture, a column has a base, shaft, capital 
and entablature, and is decorated and proportioned according 
to several modes - Doric, Tuscan, Ionic, etc. The basic is 
earlier in origin and is subdivided into Greek Doric and Roman 
Doric, the former having no base, as in the Parthenon. And 
the Greek Doric order was applied on the Headquarters 
building. 
n 
The principle of proportions and the orders is taking the 
diameter of the column at its base as the unit of measurement. 
The proportions of the elements of the order are then derived 
from this unit, as a series of fractions. 
T 
In the Doric Order, 8 diameters are allotted to the column and 
2 to the entablature. The proportion of the entablature is 0.5 
for the architrave and 0.75 each for the frieze and cornice. 
The columns on the facades of the Headquarters building 
follow this rule. 
'ULiLiUL 
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Diminution and Fluting 
The shaft of a column appears more graceful if it diminutes in 
diameter from the base to the capital. This "diminution" of 
the column in the Headquarters is that the diameter at the 
head is 0.85 times the base diameter. And this ratio of upper 
to lower diameter is constant. 
For the "fluting" of the shaft, the setting out of fluting of this 
building is the Renaissance type. Renaissance flutes are 
approximately semi-circular in section, and leave a fillet 
between adjoining flutes in the proportion of 2: 6 in width. 
The giant columns of this building have 24 flutes and are 
confined to the diminuting part. In addition, the lower part of 
the flutes were filled with a convex cabling. 
Intercolumniation 
The spacing of Doric columns is constrained by the proportion 
of the elements of the frieze. The height of the frieze is 0.75 
diameter (the diameter of the column base). Its square 
metopes then alternate with triglyphs with a width of 0.5 
diameter. This pattern then recurs at 1.25 diameters. 
Since above each column should have a triglyph centrally 
aligned in the frieze, therefore the column spacing is restricted 
to the multiples of 1.25 diameters. For example, at intervals 
of 2.5 diameters and 3.75 diameters. At the narrowest 
possible spacing of 1.25 diameters, the columns are said to 
be coupled. 
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Moulding 
In the Headquarters building, various kinds of moulding had 
been employed to ornamentate walls, ceilings, windows, 
doors, arches and canopies, etc.. Either made with thin 
bands of stone, or wood or plaster, mouldings can be made 
singly or in different combinations in order to give the 
particularly desired pattern or as ground for other enrichment, 
ranging from simple geometric forms to complex "stylized" 
detail. 
Some specified types of mouldings are selected from the 
building and are described in greater detail in the following. 
Lion Mask 
The several lion masks right above the entablature of the 
street fagade are symbols of power which can represent the 
Police Force. The lion masks may also be seen as guards of 
the building to protect its habitants. 
Alphabets 
Heavily decorated or moulded alphabets are widely adopted 
as decorative features since the Medieval period In this 
building, there two alphabets - "G" and "R" which are 
ribboned and placed on the two sides of the street main 
entrance. In fact, the "R" is the first letter of the name of the 
architect. And to balance with these two letters, the other 
four circular windows at the same level are similarly ribboned. 
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Block B (Barrack Block) 
The Barrack Block was the original Central Police Station 
once in the part when the headquarter had not been built. 
This is well illustrated in planning to give the corresponding 
ambiance. The block is rectangular in plan with two side 
arms and a central core in axis introducing a grand and 
welcoming feeling to the public. The proportion is better 
originally before floor was added and the pediments at the 
arms and central core are demolished. 
The fagade and internal partitioning is now much adapted to 
functions nowadays - as a Barrack Block. 
On the other hand, the Traffic Police Dormitory and the Clinic 
Office are two small buildings which are planned in a 
response to the constraints given by small and irregular shape 
of their sites. 
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Proportion & Order 
The basic module of a window bay of the Barrack Block is of 
golden ration. This form the basic design module making up 
the whole facade in good proportion. Besides, the width of 
side arm and the width of side wing in elevation are also in 
golden ration to give proportion in a horizontal point of view. 
In plan, the two side wings and side arms are in golden ration, 
with the square central core in centre. The wings, core and 
arms are laid properly with alignment and respond to axes. 
Axiality, protruding and recess, symmetry of the two side arms, 
the central core and two side wings are all obvious on the 
building. In elevation as well as in plan there are an ordered 
and a balanced feeling with the positioning of "golden" 
modules. 
In the past, the building was more in scale and balance when 
the uppermost floor had not been added and the pediments 
on the protruding arms and central core had not been 
demolished during transformation. However, the height of 
the top floor addition do respond a bit in the overall fagade 
design ad illustrated in diagram. 
85 
New Life for Old Majestic Building: 
Conserving Central Police Station into Magistrates' Court 
Hierarchy of Space 
For the Clinic office, the ground floor is a dispensary. First 
floor is a clinic and second floor is a dental clinic. 
For the Traffic Police Dormitory, part of the ground floor is 
used as a laundry and the other part is the dormitory. 
You can see an increasing privacy up the two buildings, the 
more public spaces are located at ground floors while the 
more private spaces are located upstairs. 
The Barrack Block gives two respects of function - dormitory 
for the police and general administration including the report 
room serving the public. 
Besides the sequence of ascending levels, the hierarchy of 
space is well illustrated in the facade design that the ground 
floor fagade is rusticated (administrative part) and that of 
upper floors are rendered finely in light color (dormitory part). 
Their different made-ups give the corresponding ambience in 
response to their different function. 
The hierarchy of space is from public to semi-public and 
finally private. In other point of view, it is from administrative 
/ working to Communal living to private living where their 
contents units their position and sequence respectively. For 
example, the report room (administrative part) is right on the 
ground floor which open to the plaza and the living areas is on 
the sidewings of upper floors, while the game rooms and 
canteen is located at the central core in middle levels. 
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